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    California

dreamin’
Travel to an instant classic:

     pelican hill

GOLF GEAR

Hook & Gaff
Watches made 
with golfers in 
mind

LESSON TEE

clock drill 
groove your 
swing all year 
long

HAPPY HOUR

fort george
another year, 
another great 
3-way ipa

CHARITY

Evergreen
citizens for 
schools - 
september 29



Twenty five years ago, Tom Fazio stood on 
the cliffs overlooking California’s Crystal 
Cove State Park and had a vision. The result 
is two championship golf courses that 
play across canyons and provide endless 
panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean and 
Catalina Island. Those courses are every bit 
as spectacular as you’d think they would be.

Upon opening, both courses received 
accolades, but Fazio returned in 2005 to “re-
perfect” his golf courses as part of a drastic 

overhaul of the site that would become The 
Resort at Pelican Hill. Regardless of skill level, 
players have been delighted with the Ocean 
North and Ocean South courses since the 
resort reopened in 2008, making it one of 
the top golf destinations in the world.

The Ocean North Course is one of the 
rare golf courses that manages to whet 
the appetite of every golfer. From the 
start, the views are stunning, and the 
course conditions impeccable. Each hole is 
unique from tee to green and the challenge 
continues on greens that roll both true and 
fast.

In short, it’s incredible.

Measuring just under 7,000 yards from the 
tips, the Ocean North Course has elevated 
shots that alternately provide views of the 
Pacific, the island, and Newport Beach. 

It was hard to pick a feature hole, but the par 
five 17th combines all the best qualities the 
Ocean North Course has to offer. It all starts 
with a decision on the tee, forcing golfers to 
choose between the safety of the left side 

or the risk associated with a fairway bunker 
on the right. Placement of that initial shot 
results in either a tough three-shot hole, or 
a risky two-shot one. Either way, the small 
green -- framed by a single tree and the 
Pacific Ocean -- is protected by bunkers 
short left and water right. Finishing late in 
the day is a glorious site.     

Most golfers would consider the Ocean 
South Course the easier of the two at 
Pelican Hill. What the Ocean South lacks 
in difficulty, it makes up for in beauty. With 
impeccable conditions, the best qualities of 
the Ocean South Course are embodied by a 
pair of back-to-back par threes.

The 12th plays slightly downhill with Crystal 
Cove State Park on the left. Bunkers protect 
a long, multi-tiered green short, right and 
long. There’s very little room for error and 
a two-putt is anything but a given. The 
following hole, the 130-yard 13th, gives 
reason to pause with one of the most 
spectacular views on the property. The 
hole features two greens, both generously 
protected by bunkers, that give players a 
different experience every time they visit.

California
Dreamin’

the resort at 
pelican hill 
offers fine 
lodging & golf
It feels like a resort that’s been 
around far longer than 10 years, 
but careful planning made this 
retreat a possibility.

The Pelican Grill offers delicious casual din-
ing experiences throughout the day.
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T he drive into The Resort at 
Pelican Hill can’t prepare 
guests for the sheer beauty of 
the resort that awaits them. 
That all changes with a short 
walk from the hotel lobby to 

the expansive patio revealing a property 
designed to look like an Italian estate.

The 504-acre resort is home to 332 guest 
rooms -- including bungalows and multi-
bedroom villas. Each room is equipped with 
Bose music systems, large high-definition 
televisions, dining and sitting areas, and 24/7 
hotel staff trained to deal with any request.

Resort amenities are centered around the 
massive Coliseum Pool, one of the largest 
circular pools in the world. Guests will find a 
full-service spa with a variety of treatments, 
as well as fitness and training rooms. Several 
dining options are available with something 
for everyone at Andrea, the Pelican Grill, 
and other eateries placed throughout the 

resort. Pelican Hill has taken a step that 
many high-end resorts never do by integrat-
ing into the fabric of the community around 
it. The work includes providing space for 
local groups to meet, and evenings for local 
musicians to play in the Great Room Social 
Lounge on weekends. It’s a place that locals 
enjoy visiting even when they aren’t staying 
on property.

If you’re interested in a trip to Pelican Hill, 
the resort offers a variety of golf, spa, and 
dining packages. Unlike some high-end 
resorts that always have availability, Pelican 
Hill is a destination you’ll want to book early.

IN BRIEF

The Resort
In addition to world class golf and lodging, Pelican Hill offers a full 
complement of spa services, as well as dining options for every palette...

Orange County
Things to see and do away 

from the resort.

Meeting of Land and Sea

GETTING THERE

Oak Creek Golf 
Club (18 holes) 
In true Tom 
Fazio form, Oak 
Creek calls forth 
the competitive 
spirit of golfers 

at all levels. Each of the 18 holes 
throughout this Orange County gem 
presents new challenges amid tapered 
fairways, scenic greens, beautiful 
lakes and bull-nose carved bunkers.                     
www.oakcreekgolfclub.com

The Crystal Cove 
Beach Experience 
Complimentary 
coach service, 
including a beach 
bag equipped with 
towels and water 

from Pelican Hill make for a seamless 
day. Complimentary chairs & umbrellas 
are provided for you, and other 
amenities will be available upon arrival. 
www.crystalcovestatepark.org

Ben Brown’s Golf 
Course (9 holes)
This executive 
course is situated in 
a serene and natural 
setting, carved into 
the dramatic and 

lush walls of Aliso and Wood Canyons, 
creating an ultra-private playing 
experience with stunning views and 
elevation changes on every fairway. 
Speedy greens and a commitment to 
proper tee box and hole placement 
keep the game fast, fun, and inviting 
for golfers of all abilities. Great place 
for younger players!
www.theranchlb.com/golf

Sure, flights are easy to get for LAX, 
but save yourself some time and fly 
into John Wayne Airport (SNA). It’s a 
short drive from there to Pelican Hill, 
giving you more time at the resort!
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