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WITH.ITS.ITALIAN-THEMED.DESIGN.AND.TWO.TOM.FAZIO.COURSES,  
PELICAN HILL.IS.A.BREATHTAKING.GETAWAY..BY.MICHELLE.FLORES

When it comes to world-renowned 
luxury golf destinations, there are 
few that can match the opulence and 
amenities on display at The Resort at 
Pelican Hill.

Its two oceanfront courses, which 
were closed for two years for a 
“reperfection” by famous golf course 
architect Tom Fazio, opened again in 
the fall of 2007, and the stunning Re-
sort debuted a year later. Set on 504 
acres, the Newport Coast venue has 
more than 350 bungalows and villas, 
a full-service spa, five restaurants and 
an eye-popping circular pool — but 
what truly distinguishes it is that 
everything from the buildings to the 
landscaping is meant to resemble a 

Northern Italian village.
The property’s design is inspired 

by Andrea Palladio, a 16th-century 
Italian architect regarded as one of 
the masters of the Renaissance. De-
tails that merge Palladio’s reverence 
for classic architecture are prominent 
throughout the resort, including 
an entry bridge similar to Roman 
aqueducts and lime plaster that ages 
gracefully over time.

The landscaping also is Italian-in-
spired, including centduries-old groves 
of olive trees, rows of lavender, cy-
press, fig and Aleppod pine trees, and 
45-foot Canary palms, making the 
entire venue feel like it was uprooted 
from Northern Italy and dropped in 

the middle of one of the most heavily 
populated regions in America.

As far as accommodations, there 
is no central hotel. Instead, there 
are 204 single-story bungalows 
and 128 private villas. Bungalows 
include 70 847-square-foot king- or 
double-queen guest rooms, and 34 
1,639-square-foot suidtes. Each bun-
galow features hand-hewn vaulted 
wood-beamed ceilingsd and gas-lit 
Italian limestone fireplaces.

The 128 villas include 52 two-bed-
room residence, 52 tdhree-bedroom 
residences and 24 four-bedroom 
residences. All villas include private 
car garages and gourmet kitchens — 
even around-the-clock butlers are 

COASTAL MASTERPIECE

The design of Pelican Hill  
is inspired by the work of  

Andrea Palladio, a famous  
Renaissance architect.
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available for villa guests.
Three restaurants and two cafes are 

on site, including its signature restaurant 
the Andrea Ristorante & Bar, which fea-
tures Northern Italian cuisine. Reflecting 
the resort’s precise attention to detail, 
even Andrea’s pasta is made fresh daily.

There’s also the California-inspired 
cuisine at the Pelican Grill & Lounge, ca-
sual poolside dining at the Coliseum Pool 
& Grill, a wood-panelded espresso bar in d
the main resort, and another espresso 
bar in the golf clubhouse. Room service is 
also offered 24-7.

The Coliseum Pool is, in itself, nearly 
worth the price of admission. It’s 136-feet 
in diameter and more than one million 
glass tiles, which the resort’s fact sheet 
says were cut and laid by hand line the 
pool. The pool area features terraced 
seating and private cabanas with televi-
sions, and it provides sterling views of 
the golf course and the ocean.

The 23,000-square-foot spa features 
22 private treatment rooms, along with a 
Roman-soaking pool, a sauna and steam 
room, a state-of-the-art fitness center, 

personal training and wellness classes 
and a full-service spa.

While it’s definitely a well-heeled 
resort, it’s also very kid friendly. Camp 
Pelican, which is adjacent to the Coli-
seum Pool, offers a kids pool, bubble jet 
fountain and a clubhoduse containing 
computers, art tables and ping pong. 

Then there are the natural surround-
ings. The resort is located across from 
Crystal Cove State Park (complimentary 
coach service is provided) and all its 
ocean and beach activities, ranging from 
kayaking and snorkeling to sunbathing 
and whale watching.

And, of course, there is the golf, which 
includes Fazio’s renowned Ocean North 
and Ocean South courses (guests can also 
play at nearby Oak Creek Golf Club, an-
other Fazio design). The non-resort guest 
green fee at each of the two courses at 
Pelican Hill is $250 Monday and Tuesday 
and $270 Wednesday through Sunday. 

Beginning June 1, the rate includes a 
forecaddie, but gratuity is not included. 
Resort guests are entitled to a $235 rate 
when booked in advance.

The accolades since the resort’s open-
ing are impressive indeed, including AAA 
Five Diamond Award in 2010 and 2011 
and a second-place ranking on Conde 
Nast Traveler’s Reader’s Choice Awards in 
2010 for top 100 U.S. mainland resorts.

So what’s it cost to stay at one of 
America’s most luxurious resorts? Well, 
a weekend night in the summer starts 
around $900 for an odcean king bungalow 
and can go as high as $2,400 for a four-
bedroom villa.

But there are a great deal of packages 
offered this summer for families, couples, 
foodies and auto and dspa aficionados — 
as well as golfers.

Golfers can take advantage of the 
resort’s Just Bring Your Swing package, 
a three-night stay with three rounds of 
golf beginning at $1,795 per person, or a 
two-night, two-round stay beginning at 
$1,295 per person. (You don’t even have 
to lug your clubs if you don’t want to; the 
resort provides them upon request).

There also are four weekend specials 
held this summer through the Golf 
Academy Stay & Play package, which 
includes two nights in a two-bedroom 
villa, a round of golf, and your choice 
of three half-day golf academies led by 
award-winning teacher Glenn Deck. This 
package starts at $1,595 per person, and 
dates are June 3-5, July 15-17, August 19-
21 and September 9-11.

Women golfers who want to sharpen 
their games at the resort’s teaching facil-
ity can take advantage of three Women’s 
Weekend Golf Academies. These full-day 
academies include a dthree-hour PGA-led 
teaching session, nine holes of instructor-
led golf, a YogaGolf session, lunch at 
Pelican Grill and a 20 percent discount 
on pro shop merchandise. The cost is 
$595 per person, and dovernight accom-
modations begin at $1,090.

The Pelican Hill Golf Academy also 
features summer junior golf camps (four-
day camps costing $375), and half-day 
putting, chipping and swing schools ($225 
per student), throughout the summer. 

For.information.on.getaway.packages,.visit.pelicanhill.com.or.call.(800).820-
6800..For.further.information.on.the.Golf.Academy,.call.(949).467-5810.

The par-4 18th hole on  
the Ocean South Course 

 is one of the most dramatic  
tests at Pelican Hill.


