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Golf Is The Game

>>

Pelican Hill Resort (pelicanhill.com) in Newport 
Beach is all about two things: understated luxury 
that elevates a weekend getaway to a true vacation, 
and golf. Guests pay for the privilege, certainly, of 
amenity-driven accommodations, top-notch ser-
vice, and shuttles to the courses, shopping, and the 
beach, but absent are the nickel-and-dime charges 
(parking, resort fee, internet access) that can be an 
unwelcome surprise at checkout. Standard guest 
rooms (called “bungalows”) are anything but 
standard, with high-beamed ceilings, fireplaces, 
patios, and a shuttered window between the bed-
room and the bathroom that provides an ocean 
view while bathing. The property’s two-, three-, 
and four-bedroom villas are luxurious retreats for 
families or guys getaways, with pro-level kitchens, 
expansive patios (again with that stellar ocean 
vista), private garages, laundry, and comfortably 
sized bedrooms. Villa guests also enjoy personal 
butler service and an exclusive clubhouse and pool. 

And then there’s the golf. Two Tom Fazio-
designed courses, which have consistently won 
awards from major publications, offer ocean 
views from every hole. A forecaddie comes with 
every round, which means personalized service 
from caddies with an in-depth knowledge of the 
course to help players drive, chip, and putt to 

their best rounds. A practice tee orients players 
to the specific terrain encountered on the course, 
and an uphill driving range offers plenty of 
practice. But the Golf Academy is the standout 
at Pelican Hill, where PGA instructor Glenn 
Deck (one of Golf Magazine’s “Top 100 Teachers 
in America”) leads various workshops as well as 
total-game evaluations. Deck focuses on players’ 
particular issues rather than teaching a one-size-
fits-all approach to swing and technique. 

Enjoy a stay this month with the “Father’s 
Day Golf Duo” package (June 17–19; from $995), 
which includes a one-night stay, a round of golf 
for Dad, and dinner for Dad at Pelican Hill 
Grill. The “Golf Academy Stay & Play” package 
(July 15–17, August 19–21, September 9–11; from 
$1,595) includes two nights’ accommodations in 
a two-bedroom villa, breakfast with a golf pro, 
a half-day Golf Academy workshop (putting; 
swing; or chipping, pitching, and bunker), and a 
round of golf. Women’s and kids golf programs 
are available throughout the summer.

New foR JuNe: The “Barber Chair 
Experience” at the spa includes cuts, hot lather 
straight-razor shaves, and men’s facials (from 
$50–$160), along with magazines and TV to 
enjoy during treatments.
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ROCK OuT IN 
sEATTLE
THE EdGEWATER (edgewaterhotel.
com) was built for the World’s Fair in 
1962, but was made famous in 1964 
when the Beatles stayed there during 
their first world tour. (No other Seattle 
hotel would host them because of the 
legions of crazed fans.) Since then, 
bands like KISS, Led Zeppelin, and 
the Village People have made The 
Edgewater home. As a tribute to its 
heritage, The Edgewater’s “rock N’ 
roll romance” package (from $689; 
through October 1) includes one 
night’s accommodations, dinner at 
the property’s Six Seven restaurant, 
a Beatles coffee table book, and 
tickets to Experience Music Project, 
an interactive music exhibit with 
rock and roll memorabilia, music, 
and stories told by the musicians. 
True Beatlemaniacs can stay in 
the 700-square-foot Beatles Suite 
(from $1,050), the room where the 
Fab Four stayed during their visit.

At Pelican Hill resort, lush grounds 
and gorgeous ocean views make 

it even more difficult for golfers 
to keep their heads down. 


